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Editorial
My dear Mill Hill Family members,

Greetings in the name of our LORD JESUS CHRIST!

1 Jn 3:18 “Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in
truth and action.”

In the recent floods in Kerala, a rich man shared his life experience
of coming to know who his real neighbor was.  The man who
came to help his family during the floods was his poor neighbor,
whom he never cared for or considered important. His wealth
and high position had so blinded him that he did not recognize
the Lazarus who lived near his home.

This rich man acknowledged that though he was a regular Church
goer and followed all the rituals faithfully, he never really had a
God experience. The devastating floods opened his eyes to the
reality of a good neighbor who was “A true Missionary Disciple”
of the LORD JESUS CHRIST.

On October 1st the church celebrates the feast of St. Teresa of the
Child Jesus, who is recognized as a doctor of the church and
patron of the Missions because of her heart for the missions. Her
own words are,”Jesus, my love! I have found my vocation, and
my vocation is love, love in the heart of the Church.”

The heart of “Mission” in Love!
LOVE IS GOD!
MISSION IS GIVING CHRIST IN LOVE THROUGH GOOD DEEDS!
May the Lord bless you as you go through this issue.

Yours in Christ Jesus
Fr. Vincent Porathur Pallikkunnath mhm
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Are we witnessing Christians?

When God offered a covenant to his Chosen
People at Sinai, this is how he explained it: “You
have seen ... how I bore you on eagles’ wings
and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if
you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you
shall be my treasured possession out of all
peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but
you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation”. A
covenant of course must be accepted by both parties. Therefore
the sacred text continues: “So Moses summoned the elders of the
people and set before them all these words that the Lord had
commanded him. The people all answered together: ‘Everything
that the Lord has spoken we will do” (Ex 19:4-8). But in fact, as we
know from the Bible itself, the people did not keep their part of the
covenant. Their desire “to be like everyone else around them”
proved too strong (cf.1 Sam 8:4.29; 1 Mac 1:11). We know the
consequences of this!

When we come to the New Covenant, we hear St. Peter
addressing the newly baptised Christians and us: “You are a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
God, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Pt 2:9).
This shows that what is offered to us in the New Covenant contains
the same promises but goes much beyond: a share in God’s own
fullness of life and that without end! Obviously, a “chosen people”
like that cannot live and behave like everyone else. “Nobility implies
obligations”, as the saying goes.

But we too will be tempted, like God’s people of old. Any
secular society will set its own standards which have to be followed

Reflections for Mission Sunday
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if we want to succeed “in the world”, whether it be through the
fashions we wear, the vehicles we own, the role models we follow,
and through so many other status symbols. Some of these will be
quite acceptable; others will be immoral and cause others to sin.
To distinguish between these two will often be difficult. We need a
well-formed conscience, following carefully St. John’s advice:
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see
whether they are from God” (1 Jo 4:1).

If in our world we want to live up to our baptismal promises
and our Gospel values, we can never “be like everyone else”. But
for this we will meet with a double reaction. There will be those
who ridicule us as hopelessly backwards; some may even persecute
us, because our behaviour shows up their immoral standards
which they do not want to give up. But “who will harm you if you
are eager to do what is good? Even if you do suffer for doing
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do
not be intimidated, but in your heart sanctify Christ as Lord” (1 Pt
3:13-15).

On the other hand there will be those who feel inspired by
our example; some may even ask us how we manage to keep up
our standards. That gives a chance to  follow St. Peter again:
“Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who demands
from you an accounting for the hope that is within you; yet do it
with gentleness and respect” (1 Pt 3:15b). In this way we will be of
help to our neighbours not just in this life; we will even help them
to reach greater glory in heaven for all eternity.

Let the Mission Sunday remind us of the immeasurable
grace of our call to be Christians, and let us express our gratitude
by sharing our treasures with those around us by being “Witnessing
Christians”!

Fr. Fritz Neuhauser mhm
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My Pastoral Experience
Dear friends, my name is Manohar Varikuntla, a Mill Hill

student studying in third year Philosophy. I would like to share
some of my experiences in the local villages in the hope that
through encountering the poor, we may all experience the living
presence of God in our daily lives.

I personally believe that pastoral ministry is one of the most
fundamental and relevant aspects of formation, especially for
missionary societies like ours. It is the one thing that allows me to
experience the presence of God through real, personal contact
with the people. Every time I go to a village, my perception of
God changes. Through several incidents I have been reminded of
my personal call and vocation and what it means in terms of the
commitments in my life. It has given me a new horizon in my
appreciation of the people’s lifestyle and culture.

Many times I have been reminded that it is especially missionaries
who reach out to the marginalized and the destitute. It is our
primary motivation. I myself feel privileged to be called to become
a missionary priest. After seventy years of freedom, I wonder why
there are still so many under-privileged, down trodden people in
India.

Whenever I meet children, youth or elderly people in the village,
each of them has a different view of existence of God based on
their personal experience. Often I see in them an inner desire to
hear the word of God and discover its relevance in their lives.

Whenever they ask me if God has a special plan for them, I
always answer “yes”. Yes, I do indeed believe that God has a
special intention and plan for all his beloved children. It is his
desire that we should all know his will and discover what he desires
for each one of us. I believe there is a deep longing within us to
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have all our needs and desires fulfilled. There is an unending
thirst within every human heart to experience the spiritual touch
of God.

When I think about what activities are the most important in my
life, they are: To gladden the heart of my fellow human beings by
feeding the hungry, helping the afflicted, comforting the sorrowful
and caring for the wounded in our community. Yes, this is the
underlying intention of pastoral ministry: To experience the pain
of people, to touch their hearts with warmth and tenderness.

The times I have spent in the company of elderly people, youth
and children has helped me to appreciate their valuable presence
in the world.

It is not that we can be there for them all the time, but they
nevertheless give us a chance to show them Christian love and
service.

I hope that my pastoral ministry will continue to strengthen my
spirituality, my relationship with Jesus so that I may become an
effective, but also gentle and humble missionary priest.

Bro. Manohar Varikuntla
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Two Years of Mission in Cameroon
The first mission appointment, soon after my ordination,

was to work in  Elak Oku Parish of the  Diocese of Kumbo in
Cameroon. The name of the tribe is Oku and their language is
also Oku. This parish is made up of 28 missions with 6500 people.
It is still under primary evangelization. People of Oku are a peace-
loving population. Traditionally they are known for their wooden
carvings. Their cultural dances at the death ceremonies are also
very popular and they feel it helps the families to give a proper
final farewell to the deceased and helps them to mourn the lost
one.

My mission in the parish is mostly to reach out to the people at the
grass roots of the mission stations situated in the country side. To
be involved in the mission is to be involved in the daily life of the
people, journeying with them in service and love of them. This
awareness helped me to come closer to them and be one with
them. Though I was away from my family, I never felt that I was
away because of the love that I experienced from these people.
Alhough in the beginning I found it very difficult to adjust to the
culture and the traditions, as the time
passed by, my out-looks of them was
transformed. In this process, the depth of
commitment, my passion and zeal for my
missionary work deepened and I began
to enjoy being one with them. The two
years of this life in the mission was very
enriching for me, giving me an extensive
experience of good, yet very challenging
at times!

During my stay in Cameroon, there began
a struggle and movement by the teachers
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and lawyers. This wasn’t a localized movement; it engulfed the
whole country. It is now an on-going struggle between the ruling
Francophone government and the Anglophone region. And it is
getting worse disturbing the peace and harmony of that region.
Villages are burnt and people are shot to death. There is so much
violence and death prowling around. This has brought socio-
political instability to the country. Many innocent people have
become victims of this trouble. As a result of this turmoil, people
flee into the forests to seek refuge while others are being tortured
and killed brutally.

It is a very challenging mission now as the fight is at its peak.
However, I firmly believe and am convinced, that my presence in
the mission is more needed now than ever before. Our missionary
endeavors are not only to bring good tidings to the people, but
also to share in their struggles and pains of daily life. I pray that
our presence may bring consolation and peace, and that God
turns everything for good for those who hope and do good (Rom
8: 28).

I am now on my holiday break back home in India. I feel refreshed
and energized. I am looking forward to going back to my mission
in Cameroon. I am aware of how challenging the mission has
become especially during the type of struggles going on in the
country now. But I know and I believe firmly that I am not alone.
He, the Master and the Lord of the Mission, goes ahead of me,
for it is His mission. So, dear friends of Mill Hill, it is such a
source of joy to share with you the experience of my missionary
work in Cameroon.

Kindly keep me and my people in your prayers. God bless you!

Fr. Paulson Pasala mhm
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Faith in Actions
Most of the time we have the tendency to talk
about the faith of other people, instead of talking
about our own faith in God. Twenty one months
of my experience here in Pargi mission geared
me up to show my own faith in action. I am
strengthened by the very words from the letter
of St James in which he says, “So faith by itself,
if it has no works, is dead” (Jam 2:17). I am
sure the seed of faith planted two good decades ago in our mission
is causing the roots to grow deep, although slowly, because of the
socio-cultural factors in this area. I have learnt to work with the
circumstances and am still trying how to win the race. I would like
to share two profound encounters with the faithful that really moved
me to meditate, reflect and pray over. Both of my encounters were
with young guys in the villages.

Faith accepted

 The first one happened one day after the Mass when a young
boy came up to me asking, "How big is our God? Will I come to
know how big our God is, if I come to church every week?" I just
looked at him and smiled. Then I told him a small story about a
father and a son. And the story goes like this: The father goes to
church every day and never misses Holy Communion. On  every
Sundays he goes with the family. One day his son, on their way to
Church, asks his father, "How big is your God?" Father looked at
him and smiled. After a while the father saw an airplane in the
sky and asked his son, "What do you see in the sky?" His son told
him, "I see an airplane". The father asked him, "How big is the
plane? His son told him it is as small as a sparrow. His family
attended the Mass and then his father took him to the nearby
airport. The son saw a good number of airplanes and he was
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wondering how come the plane in the sky is small and here it is
big. Then the father told him that it was a matter of distance. “My
son, you asked me how big is my God? My God is hundred times
bigger than these airplanes because He is in heaven and on
earth, He is in the church, He is also in my heart and soul. I go to
church daily to get closer to Him.” Then the son holding his father’s
finger asked him to drive his car to their field. They came out of
the car. The boy asked his father, “Father what do you see there at
the far distance?” The father replied, “Green fields and a small
hill.” The son took his father near the hill and said to his father.
“After I reach your age, my God will be hundred times bigger
than these hills.” The joyful father embraced his son and kissed
him on the cheeks. They returned home happily. This was my
story. The young boy listening to me understood the meaning of it
and he said afterwards, “I will come to church daily to get closer
and closer to God just like that father and his son.”

Faith Rejected

The second story concerns another young boy, not from our faith,
who came to Siluvakonda Feast at Gattupally on 9th September
2018. I was busy preparing things for the celebration. Later he
saw me sitting in the chair. He came close to me eating Choco-
bar ice-cream. He sat beside me and asked questions one after
another while munching his ice-cream. I asked him to keep quiet
because by then we were all kneeling down for the adoration. The
boy kept silent for about two minutes then started asking questions
again. The first question he asked was, “Will I get money if I
come to church?” And the second question was, “Will I get the
dress you are wearing (Cassock)?” He had a strange expression
on his face. I asked him to meet me after the Mass. He came to
me rushing and it was obvious that he was eagerly awaiting my
answers. I asked him to look at the faithful gathered there and
told him "See, I do not give a single rupee to them, but they still
come here from far away because they have faith in Jesus". I
asked him if he wanted to know more about Jesus and start to
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believe in Him.  Slowly, he went out of my sight and went away.
Then I remembered the words of St. Paul, “Therefore, I want you
to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says
“Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord”, except
by the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor 12: 3).

At this juncture I would like to recall the very words of St.
Ignatius of Loyola, “To live is a way of being that permeates every
thought, every deed, every action and inaction - all is contemplated
and weighed, all for the greater glory of God”. Therefore, I am
called to express my faith in action by doing small things in a
greater way.

Fr. Yacob Chilka mhm
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Juba MiJuba MiJuba MiJuba MiJuba Missiossiossiossiossion in in in in in Soun Soun Soun Soun South Sudath Sudath Sudath Sudath Sudannnnn
The history of South Sudan (SS) has

been rough, full of twists and turns, dodged
with cat and mouse game of conflict,
rebellions, Islamization and played between
the Arab Muslim North with the more
educated and economically stronger
population, against the less educated and
economically weaker indigenous African ,
partly Christian, partly animalist South.
Sudan’s conflict was greatly related to the
unequal development and political exclusion,
and the conflict has raged in South Sudan
for almost five decades.

Tired of hearing the news about war which had brought about
untold suffering to ordinary people of Sudan, the international
community campaigned to find an end to this protracted war.
External actors like Inter- Government authority for Development
(IGAD), United States of America (USA), African Union (AU),
governments of Norway, Japan, Denmark, Italy and Holland- all
got involved to bring peace to SS and the consequence was the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) of 2005. Six years after
the CPA ,a referendum took place in January 2011 whereby an
overwhelming majority of 98.8% voted for independence, South
Sudan became an independent nation.

Those decades of conflict and civil war left South Sudan
underdeveloped in terms of infrastructure, skills and public services.
There are no reliable water supplies, central sewage system, roads,
health facilities, or schools. Not only these are affected, but the
formal state structures are weak as well.

OVERVIEW  of  the COUNTRY LIVELIHOOD

South Sudan has a total population of 8.26 million and a total
area of 644,329 sq.km, but the majority live on less than a dollar
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per day with 51% living below the poverty line in urban areas and
80% in rural areas. Business, civil service and self-employment
are the main livelihood activities in the towns like Juba city; however,
the rural households depend mainly on crop farming or animal
husbandry, as their primary source of livelihood, total up to 78%.

South Sudan is an oil - dependent country; however, conflict and
low international oil prices have greatly affected government
revenue from oil. Although public revenue and government
spending depend primarily on the oil industry, the oil industry
provides very limited employment opportunities. It is the crop
production and the livestock-rearing that predominantly generate
household income and employment in the countryside. South
Sudan has agricultural potential as 80 percent of its land mass is
arable and suitable for crop production, although only 4 percent
of its land is cultivated; this leads the country to food insecurity..

Mill HILL Missionaries in South Sudan.

The Mill Hill Missionaries (MHM) are people who always leave
their home countries, friends and families to go and minister the
word of God to other people, countries and areas  in greatest
needs. Mill Hill Missionaries work in different continents of the
world and have worked in Malakal diocese in the then Sudan,
now South Sudan, since 1938, and are engaged in pastoral,
spiritual and social development activities. However, with the crisis
which took place in 2013 in SS, the MHMs were forced to leave
Malakal at the height of the crisis, and all what MHM had done
and achieved in Malakal were destroyed and looted. Given the
security situation in Malakal, it has been difficult for us to return
to our parishes and communities there.

 At the beginning of 2017, the Mill Hill Missionaries were invited
to Juba Archdiocese and mandated to continue promoting the
mission of Jesus - the mission of the Kingdom of God by serving
the growing population of the Holy Rosary parish in Buluk area,
next to the Military hospital, Jubek State, Juba SS.
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New Parish – Our Lady of the Holy Rosary.

It has been five months since Our Lady of the Holy Rosary parish
is inaugurated and carved out of St. Joseph’s parish, and we are
working towards making this new parish function in an organized
manner. The celebration of the inauguration of the parish, which
took place on the 8th April 2018, was full of joy and happiness.
The people came in  hundreds. The Archbishop was there and
presided over the beautiful and prayerful liturgy. This center that
began as a catechetical school. had graduated into a full parish.
The Mill Hill missionaries are entrusted as pastors in charge of
the new parish.

The people here struggled over the last 35 years and finally were
able to build a church which has the capacity of accommodating
1,000 Christians at any given Eucharistic celebration. However,
there is no presbytery, but the pioneering Mill Hill Missionaries
have converted a small former clinic into their temporary living
quarters. The parish has the population of about 8,000 Christians
with vibrant youth groups who participate in both spiritual and
social developmental activities.

Fr. Michael Ochwo mhm
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